
Trusts are becoming much more common and popular 
and are not just used by the ‘wealthy’.  If you want to leave 
money to a child, putting money into a Trust for them is a 
way of ensuring that the money is used for their benefit and 
not used to buy a motorbike at the age of 18 for example!

Trusts are also an excellent way of providing for someone 
who is not able to look after their own affairs because they 
suffer from a disability.  Putting money into a Trust will allow 
the beneficiary to still be able to claim welfare benefits whilst 
the money in the Trust can be used in the most financially 
advantageous manner.

There are two types of LPA: Finance and Health and 
Welfare.  The Finance LPA allows you to appoint some-
one (or several people) to look after your finances if in the 
future you either do not want to or cannot do this yourself. 
Similarly the Health and Welfare LPA allows you to appoint 
someone (or several people) to make decisions about your 
health treatment or welfare if you are not able to do this 
yourself in the future.  Making either or both LPAs is not 
expensive and it allows you to plan ahead for the future and 
avoid the significant costs and delays involved with applying 
to the Court of Protection for a Deputy to be appointed.

If you have strong views about when you do or do not want 
to receive life sustaining treatment you can execute a Living 
Will or Advance Directive.  We can advise you on the 
various options and draw this up for you to sign.
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Living WillsOur Private Client department is able to provide practical 
advice and assistance across a broad range of issues.  As 
a firm we have a strong reputation and are proud of our 
extensive knowledge base and our ability to apply this when 
advising our clients.

Wills & Probate Advice - our full range of legal services

Making a Will is one of the most important financial and 
emotional decisions a person can make.  A Will can reduce 
your tax liabilities and provide for the people you care for 
and so it is vital that it is drawn up and executed properly.

We will consider with you both 
the financial implications and 
also the impact on your family 
on a particular course of action. 
We will provide you with advice 
and assistance on the options 
that may be available to you or 
suggest alternatives.

As well as assisting individuals 
we regularly advise owners of 
all types of businesses on estate 
planning.  We work closely with 
our Commercial Team to ensure 
that your Will compliments your 
business agreement or structure.

Nowadays the cost of going into a nursing home is a great 
worry for most people.  Many worry that they will have to 
sell their home to pay for their care in the future.  You can 
protect your home by setting up a Trust and putting your 
property into it.  So long as you are fit and healthy and do 
not foresee the need to go into a home then your Property 
will be protected.

Trusts are commonly used to protect your estate against 
taxes and in particular Inheritance Tax, and we can advise 
you fully on the options available to you.

Sometimes it is not possible for someone to make an LPA as 
they do not have the capacity to understand. In this instance 
if someone else wishes to look after their financial affairs or 
make decisions about their welfare it is necessary to apply to 
the Court for a Deputy to be appointed.  Our Private Client 
department has extensive knowledge and experience of both 
making the necessary applications to the court and also of 
acting as Deputy for people when necessary. 

Court of Protection

Dealing with someone’s affairs after they have passed away 
can be very difficult both emotionally and procedurally. 
We can offer assistance to you throughout the process and 
ease the burden at a time when you most need it.  We can 
prepare the application for a grant, deal with the closing of 
any accounts and the payment of any debts and complete 
any required tax returns. 

Probate and Estate Administration

We appreciate that many people work or find it difficult to 
leave their home and so it is our policy to offer evening and 
weekend appointments and home visits where requested.

For all types of work we are able to offer fixed fees so that 
you know from the beginning exactly how much it will cost. 
If you wish to proceed with more than one instruction then 
very often we can offer a reduced fee on the second matter, 
please just ask us.

Home Visits and out of Hours Visits
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Wills & Probate

Our Wills & Probate people

Penny Brice

Qualified in Manchester in 1997, 
Penny became a Partner in 2004.  
She specialises in Trusts, Probate, 
Wills, Tax Planning, and Court of 
Protection work.  

Penny is a member of the Society of Trusts and Estate 
Practitioners having undertaken 2 years of study, passing the 
exams with distinction in 2003.

Penny regularly gives talks and presentations to various 
groups on Wills and Probate.

Emma O’Hara

Emma started her legal career as 
a legal secretary back in the early 
1990’s when she trained to be a 
Legal Executive.  She qualified in 
Wills and Probate in 1996, an area she has worked ever 
since, with specific interest in Lasting Powers of Attorney and 
Court of Protection work. 
  
In 1998, whilst working with Eversheds in Norwich, she 
was admitted as a Fellow of the Institute.  Emma worked at 
Kester Cunningham John from 2006 to 2009 before going 
to work for the Advocacy Service - managed by Norfolk 
Coalition of Disabled People.

If you would like us to give a talk or presentation to a group 
or organisation on any aspects of Wills, Probate, Tax 
Planning or Lasting Powers of Attorney, we would be happy 
to do so.  There is no charge for this service, but a donation 
to a charity which we support is gratefully received.


